SLDN’s Policy on Endorsements and Coalition Activity
I. General Statement
It is the policy of SLDN to advocate on public policy issues which fosters the mission of SLDN.
II. Criteria for Taking Public Policy Positions
SLDN may take positions on a public policy issue, provided that it fulfills at least one of following two basic criteria:

· Affects SLDN’s ability to accomplish its mission

· Affects SLDN clients

III. Process for Determining Advocacy Positions
Advocacy positions on specific policy issues directly related to SLDN’s goals, the military or the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community will be determined by the Executive Director, and in his absence, by the Director of Law and Policy.  Advocacy positions on other policy issues shall be recommended by the Executive Director for determination by the Board.
V. SLDN’s Participation in Coalitions
SLDN may take part in the advocacy work of other institutions, groups, coalitions or associations, provided that their work fosters SLDN’s ability to work towards its mission.
VI. SLDN Is Nonpartisan 
SLDN is a nonpartisan organization.  SLDN does not support political candidates.  SLDN works with all political parties in its legislative efforts.

VII. Actions SLDN Will Take
SLDN will consider signing on to letters of endorsement and consider posting coalition and allied organizations information on our Web site and distributing via our Action Alert system if consistent with our criteria.  Other requests may be granted if there is a direct connection to SLDN’s mission and/or its clients.
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